STATE OF NIGERIA
2019 LAW NO. 12

A LAW TO REPEAL THE IMO STATE FIRE SERVIC
18987 AND TO ENACT A LAW TO
ESTABLISHMENT OF IMO STATE FIR
RELATED PURPOSES

E EDICT NO. 2 OF
MAKE PROVISION FOR THE
E SERVICE BUREAU AND FOR

BE IT ENACTED by the

House of Assembly of Imo State of
Nigeria as follows:

PART | - PRELIMINARY

1. This Law may be cited as the Imo State Fire Service Bureay

Law, 2019.

2. In this Law, unless the context otherwise requires -

“Fire service Bureay’ means fire

-fighting service established
under section 3 (1) of this Law;

“Fire Commandant General” means the Chief Fire Officer
charged with the responsibility of administ

ation and operation
of the Fire Bureau: ’

"Fire Brigade” means a troop or formation or squad of firemen
and officers stationed in any part of the state:

“fire fighting equipment” includes fire engines, vehicle, mobile
fire-fighting equipment, fire extinguisher, uniforms badges of
rank or post, pillar plate, table or other mark used to indicate
the pasition of a fire hydrant or other source of water, or
eémergency exit or such ‘other equipment or means of fire-
fighting, fire preventionand éscape as may be prescribed by
this Law or by regulations made hereunder:

“fire-fighting unit” means fir'éﬁfighting personnel with mobile fire-
fighting equipment maintained by a person or persons other

than a fire authority for use in the fighting and pravention of

fires and protection of life and property in case of fire
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“fire—fighting purposes” mean purposes of extinction and i
prevention of fires and protection of life and property in case of 1 ‘
fire; : i
' ] T ooty 4 i
“fireman” means a male or female staff of the Fire Bureau : R &
below the rank of sub-officer, | I !1
A .
“Fire officer” means a staff of the Fire Bureau of the rank of ‘ 2‘ i '§
sub-officer or above; By
I T i ::Jl ‘,
Water Authority” means the Imo State Water Board; RN
. [tk
“Private building” means all residential houses which are not - i e
being used for office or commercial purposes {
“Public Buildings” mean all buildings used for office or : %
commercial purposes which are owned by Government House ? I {id
Ministries, Departments, Agencies and Institutions, Schoal , | il
(whether Federal, State or Private but situated within Imo 1 3;;" ‘
State), Hostels, Petrol/Gas filling stations, Banks, Hotels , iE : 1:
Market, Event Centres, Stores, Companies/factories offices , b {
supermarkets and provisions shops, fast food joint and g
eateries, motor parks, Churches, Mosques, etc; | B
% o
“State” means Imo State of Nigeria. Z |
] L
PART il- ESTABLISHMENT, ORGANIZATION AND J | } “ i
ADMINISTRATION OF IMO STATE FIRE BUREAU & ‘ | 5(;1 : :
ITS ZONAL OPERATIONAL OFFICES. LA G
| | i

3 (1) There is established, the Imo State Fire Service Bureau f!f i ty

(hereinafter referred to as “the Fire Service Bureau’) Fhn Servicy ‘ '

Bureau i i

(2) The Headquarters of the Fire Service Bureau shall be in ‘ it
Owerri capital city while it shaligiave three Zonal Offices at i B

Owerri, Okigwe and Orlu. |

! ; . ; 1 |

lis (3) The main objective of the Fire Service Bureau shall be the | i

i protection of lives and property from exposure to the | | i

i : dangers of fire through inspection, prevention, extinction | |

and control of fire and also to serve the training needs of ‘ 1

i fire fighters in Imo State. | g
e
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4.(1) The Imo State Fire Service Bureau shall be under the
command of the Fire Commandant General who shall be -
(a) the head of the Fire Service Bureau, and
(b) responsible for the efficient administration and conduct
of the Fire Service Bureau.

(2) The Fire Commandant General shall be assisted in the
discharge of his functions under this Law by the Zonal
Commandants in charge of the Zonal Offices in Owerri,
OKigwe and Orlu respectively. *

(3) The Fire Commandant-General and the three Zonal Fire
Commandants shall be appointed by the Governor

5.(1) In addition to the Fire Commandant-Genearal and the Zonal

Commandants, the Fire Service Bureau shall comprise -

(a) such other staff officers and firemen of such ranks as
may from time to time be appointed by the Civil Service
Commission; and

(b) fire safety inspectors charged with the responsibility of
inspecting private and public buildings for fire safety
compliance

PART Ill - DUTIES OF THE FIRE BUREAU

6(1) The duties of the Imo State Fire Service Bureau shall
include —

(a) the prevention, control and extinction of fire;

(b) saving and protection of lives and property in case of
fire,

(c) rendering advice as to the proper location of hydrants
and fire extinguishers in public buildings and private
premises. w

(d) ensuring that fire equipment and Fire fighting vehicles
are in proper working condition,

(e) organizing periodic training and re - training of fire
officers of the Fire Service Bureau, and

(f) liaising with the Ministries in charge of Lands, Survey,
Urban Planning and Housing to ensure that every
developer provides for muster poinls ana emergency
exits in case of fire in their building plan before such
plans are approved
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PART IV - POWERS OF THE FIRE COMMANDANT-GENERAL

7. The Fire Commandant-General shall have power to know what
fire-fighting equipment are available to the Fire Bureau, and in
this regard shall have power to —

(@) make arrangements for the procurement of new fire-
fighting equipment; :

(b) ensure that existing equipment are properly maintained
and serviced for efficient prevention, control and
extinction of fire outbreak and other matters connected
with or related thereto: i

(¢c) make arrangements for training facilities for officers and
firemen in the Fire Service Bureau for the due discharge
of their functions under this Law:

(d) ensure that water hydrants are located in strategic points
in all urban towns in the 3 Senatorial Zones of the State
and fire extinguishers are installed in all private buildings
public buildings and commei :ial houses in the State;

(e) make arrangements for ensuring that reasonable steps
are taken to prevent or mitigate damages to property
resulting from measures taken in dealing with fires;

(f) organize seminars and.advice the public when requested,
on issues relating to prevention of fire, the spread of fire
and means of escape in case af fire in private or public
buildings; ; :

(g) facilitate the establishment of Fire Stations in Owerri,
Okigwe and Orlu Geo ~ Palitical Zanes,

(h) authorize the provision and maintznance of fire alarms in
suitable places across the Stafé;

/ PART V - FIRE SAFETY INSPECTION

8. All Buildings (whether Public or Privat:, shall have fire
extinguishers which shall be properly aizplayed for easy
accessibility in case of fire emergencls’

9.(1) As from the commencement of this Jaw, the Fire Service
Bureau shall from time to time conduct requiar fire safety
inspection on private and public buildings in the State

(2) The Fire Service Bureau shall issue a'Fire Safety Certificate
in respect of any building inspected and found to be fire

Powers

Fire
Cammandant
General

Every Ful
and Private
butlcing
have fire
Extinguishers

Fire Safety
Inspection by
the Fire
Service

Bureau

s o
B s o o T S T

Etprr

SLLITE

I

;

i

]

i
i
#d
i

VPR




s o IR vy . g 8 S

ST AT

B e

-~ &
. ¥
i o I S

A LSN
Law No, 12 of2019

{mo Stare

Fire Service Bureay
_ﬁ—m___._,_ﬁq_d__‘m-—h__‘_ﬁ

safe in conformity with the Standards set by the Firg Service
Bureau.

(3) The Fire Safety ifi

this section shall be ~
(a)

(b) displayed at 4 conspicuo
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(4) After the expiration of the Seven (7) days final warning
notice and there is still evidence of non — compliance,
the Fire Service Bureau may —

(a) seal off the building for reason of being unsafe for
occupation; and
(b) impose a fine of One Hundred and Fifty Thousand

Bl Naira (N150,000) only for a private building and Three

fiHE S Hundred Thousard Naira (M300,000) for a public

e g el building.

A

S

e

(5) Any building sealed .off by the* Fire Service Bureau in
accordance with the provisions of this l.aw shall be re -
opened upon compliance with the Fire Safety Standards

|\ prescribed by the Fire Service Bureau and payment of
"-;@\ any imposed fines.

12. It shall be the duty of the Fire Service Bureau to carry out i : _
regular mass enlightenment campaigns, workshops, . |
seminars and programs to educate the pubiic on the : R
gxistence of this Law, fire prevention and fighting measures i
facilities and operations § i

PART VI - FIRE FIGHTING PREVENTION AND CTHER 1 : “ i
SERVICES ; i

N MR

13. The Fire Commandant-General may take all reasonable e e
measures for ensuring the provision of adequate wawer 0000, ,
supply for use in case of fire; and for this purpose, may afic il

consultation with the Imo Sfate Water Board,, make i

regulations for - 4 A

(a) making use of the free water supply guaranteed by the ER I
L aw establishing Imo State Water Board, te s ik

(b) the installation at suitable places, main water pipes. LR
valves or hydrants or other yaterworks which may be 1k
required by the Fire Service Bureau in the discharge of s
its functions in the prevention or control of fire, (]

(c) providing uniformity in - ! : o
(i)~ fire hydrants and other sources of water; | by
(i) the distinguishing marks denoting the location of fire ; {

hydrants or other sources of water supply; and ; i1 T f:‘
(iii) the positions of pressure of water available; : :

-
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(2)

For the purpose of paragraph (9) of subsection (1) of this
section, the Fire Commandant-General may —

(a) classify these buildings into different categories; and

(b) prescribe different safety requirements for each
category; and : :

(c) require the owners of any category thereof to install
such fire-fighting equipment of such standard as may
be prescribed by the Fire Service Bureau, and in such
a way that the tenants, occupiers, invitees or other
users thereof shall at all times in case of fire, have
free access to such fire-fighting equipment.

15 (1) A fire alarm or a notice, table, plate, pillar. post or other

distinguishing mark indicating the location of a fire hydrant
or other sources of water supply as requited or prescribed
by this Law may be affixed or placed upon -any land or
other property by the Fire Service Bureau for the purposes
of this Law without prior consent of the owner of the land
or property and without compensation for such user of the
land.

(2) In this section — $

“land” includes buildings, walls or fences, and
sowner’ includes a lessee, tenant, licensee or oceupier.

16.(1) Subject to the provisions of subsection (4) of this section,

(2)

o s et s

the Fire Commandant-General may enier into
arrangements with the Federal Government or any other
neighboring State Governmeﬁt(s) or other authorities that
maintain a Fire Brigade or a Fire-fighting Unit outs:de the
State, to secure, on such terms as may be provided by or
under the arrangements, the provision by the participating
Government(s), person(s)  or authorities, of mutual
assistance for the purpose of dealing with fire occurring in
the State or, as the case may be, for rendering of
assistance by the Fire Bureau for the purpose of deal g
with fires occurring outside the State.

The Fire Commandant-General may. enter into
arrangements with persons (not being fire authorities)
who maintain fire-fighting units to secure on such terms

~ Fire Service Bureau
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Service and shall be on the same terms and conditions as
those applicable in the Public Service of the State.

(2) Retirement age for staff of the Fire Service Bureau shall be
as applicable in the Public Service of the State.

(3) Where a fireman or a fire officer has been permanently
Incapacitated by an injury sustained or iliness contracted in
the performance of his duty and without his own fault or on
account of .circumstances specifically attributable to the
nature of the duty -and his - discharge is thereby
necessitated or materially accelerated, his pension shall
be calculated in accordance to provisicns of the Pension
Act as applicable in Imo State or another applicable
Statute for the time being in force.

PART VIli - POWERS OF STAFF OF THE FIRE BUREAU

19.(1) A fireman or staff of the Fire Bureau in the execution of his
official duties under this Law may enter or, if necessary
break into —

(a) any premises or place in which a fire has or s
reasonably believed to have occurred; or

(b) any premises or place which it is necessary to enter for
the purpose of extinguishing a-fire or of protecting the
premises or place from dangers arising from acts done
for fire-fighting purposes or in order to obtain water for
fire-fighting purposes, without the consent of the
owner or occupier of the premises or place and may
while remaining there, do all such things as are
deemed necessary for -

(i) extinguishing the fire and preventing further spread
of the fire, or '

(i) protecting the premises gr place from fire or from
damages arising from acts done for fire-fighting
purposes, or _

(iii) rescuing a person, animal or property in the
premises or place; or

(iv) for obtaining water for fire-fighting purposes

(2) At any fire-fighting operation, the most senior staff of the
Fire Service Bureau present shall be in control of the

Fire Service Bureau
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Fire Service Bureau

explosives or any property, furnpiture or item which in
his opinion js capable of causing fire or is dangerous to
the tenants or occupiers of such building, place or
property or any property adjacent thereto:

(f) pull down any building or other structires, or destroy or
remove any property as are necessary to extinguish o
limit the spread of any fire, or carry out rescue of
persons or animals;

(g) and on entering any building, place or property, stop
the storage or sale of any commodity or matenal which
constitutes fire hazard“ .

(h) take water from any’source whatever without payment
or other compensation therefore for the purpose of
extinguishing fire or of limiting the spread of fire;

(i) enter any building, place or property, and give advice

on the property placement of fire-fighting equipment
thereon.

\/ PART IX — MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

21.(1) A fire engine or any mobile fire-fight 1g equipment, when
responding to an alarm’shall , as far as practicabie, have
prior right of way over all other traftic.

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (1) of this
section, a Police Officer or Traffic \Warden in charge of
traffic and the drivers of other vehicles shall at all material
times ensure the quick passage of a fire engine or a
mobile fire-fighting equipment<4n cases of emergency or
while proceeding on fire operation whether with siren
signal or.not. '

i
1

22.(1) No charge shall be made for any service rendered by Fire
Service Bureau in extinguishing fi;e'sl

(2) Charges may be made for services other than
extinguishing fires rendered by the Fire Service Bureau at
a rate to be prescribed by the Fire Commandart-General

(3) The Fire Commandant-General shall issue = demand
notice to the person or authority who is liable te pay the
charges. prescribed under subsection (2) of this section,
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and if the person or authority fails to pay the charges
Fl within 30 (thirty) days from the date of the demand notice
<@t | the Fire Commandant-Genera| may maintain an action in
a court of competent jurisdiction to recover the amount

T N T R e

23(1) The Fire Service Bureau, in collaboration with relevant

professional bodies shall establish a Fire Service Training
Institute to run fire training courses in the State

(2) The Institute shall be open to the general public who may
apply subject to the approval of the Fire GCommandant-
General and on such terms as to payment or otherwise as
may be prescribed and to be admitted to fulltime or part-

time training courses in fire-fighting and fire prevention
mechanism.

]

A e T e . ettt rre £

‘ /X 24 Any person, who not being a staff of the Fire Service Bureau —
(@) puts on the official dress wholly or part thereof or

' assumes the official name o designation of any staff of
the Fire Bureau: or :

(b) in any way pretends or represents himself to be a staff of
the Fire Service Bureau for the purpose of gaining
admission into a house or place or of doing an act
which the person is not entitled to do under this Law s
guilty of an offence and liable on summary conviction to
a fine of Two Hundred Thousand Naira (N200,000) or

imprisonment for one (1) year or to both fine -and
imprisonment. u

r_f 25. Any person who contravenes any provision of this Law or
Regulation made hereunder for which no penalty has been
specifically provided is guilty of ‘an offence and liable on
summary conviction to a fine o‘One Hundred Thousand
Naira (N100,000) or to imprisonment for three (3) months

26.(1) Any staff of the Fire Service Bureau who discloses to an
unauthorized person, any confidential or secret information
which the staff becomes possessed of in the course of his
duties, is guilty of an offence and liable on summary
conviction to a fine of One Hundred Thousand Naira

payable as a debt to the Government of the State. S
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(N1D0,000} or imprisonment for six (6) months or to both ',li‘
fine and imprisonment.

(2) A person found guilty under subsection (1) of this section
shall, in addition to the punishment specified therein, be
liable to summary dismissal from the Fire Service Bureau
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(3) For the purpose of this section — . LRI
“unauthorized person” means any person other than.a staff L )
of the Fire Service Bureau or a person to whom the staff is i %
authorized by the Fire. Commandant-General to disclose a '
confidential or secret information. R

or interference

(a) willfully obstructs or interferes with the work of a fireman e e
who is engaged in fire-fighting operation, or is carrying out firemen i |
other duties prescribed by or under this Law, or . HT j , {l
(b) willfully obstructs a fire engine ‘or a mobile fire-fighting : :{} ‘! {
1
}
{

' /x 27. Any person who — Obstruction o

2 ~ ¥

equipment that is proceeding to a place of fire incident; or
(c) fails to yield right of way to a fire engine or fire-fighting
equipment — :

(i) is guilty of an offence and liable on summary conviction
to a fine of One Hundred thousand naira (N100,000
or to imprisonment for six (6) months or to both fine
and imprisonment.

*‘/r( 28.(1) Any person who unlawfully interferes with or damages or ivﬂiftiﬂ;i?m‘
removes any fire — fighting equipment maintained or i
owned by the Fire Service Bureau is guilty of an ‘offence
and shall on conviction be liable to a fine of Two Hundred !
Thousand Naira (N200,000) or to imprisonment for one (1

year or to both fine and imprisonment. f L i

(2) In this Section, “Fire fighting equipment’ A
includes a fire alarm, fire hydran&or fire hydrant cover etc. J RIS
E
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False Alarm

9 Any person who knowingly gives or causes to be given a
false fire alarm or a false information tc the Fire Service
Bureau, is guilty of an offence and liable on summary

,AS

conviction to a fine of One Hundred Thousand Naira i

(N100,000) or to imprisonment for six (6) months of to both &

fine and imprisonment. ' ” |
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The officers and

of very essentia
1% encourage,.
&

?’K 31.(1) Any person who stores, sells, buys or
inflammable liquid or gas other than in th
vehicle or engine without first obtaining
shall be guilty of an offence and

conviction to
(N100,000) or

~“product shall be

e N

(2) Fo;'

32,

33 The provision of the
Laws of Eastern N
action, prosecution
or fire officer for a
performance of his

34. The Imo State Fire
repealed

. abet,
disturbance, mob act

the purposes of
written permit signed
by any fire officer so
and issue such permit)

The offices of the Fire

be open 24hours 1 day and 7 d
officers constantly on duty.

duty under this

fmo Stare

Fire Service Bureau
e THeCEre Byreny

staff of the Fire Service Bureau as providers
| and life saving services shall not engage,

take part in strike action, group
ion or any trade union activities.

transports any
e fuel tank of a
a fire certificate
liable on summary

a fine of One Hundred Thousand Naira
to imprisonment for 8ix
fine and imprisonment and in additio

(6) months or to both

n, such inflammabnle
forfeited to the Fire Service Bureay

this ‘section, "Fire certificate” means a
by the Fire Commandant-Genera| (or
authorized by him in writing to sign

Service Bureay across the State shall
ays a week with at least 5

Public Officers Protection Law (Cap.1086),
igeria, 1963 shall apply in relation to any
or other proceeding against any fireman
ny act dbne by him in the execution or
Law.

Service Edict No. 2 of 1987 is hereby

L

Storage

Sale and
ransportation
of inflammaple
Liquid or Gas

Limitation of
actions
against any
fireman or fire
officer

(Cap. 106)
LEN 1963

Repeal of
Edict No. 2 of
1987
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‘This printed impression has been carefully compared by me with the Bill which has been
passed by the House of Assembly and found by me to be a true and:correctprinted copy

Al LS.N. Imo State
Law No.12 of 2019 . Flire Service Bureau

of the said Bill.

~ (i
Assented to by me this...... l%/?f ............ ‘dayiof ./
2019 {7
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