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IMO STATE OF NIGERIA
LAW NO. 44 OF 2019

IMO STATE POOLS BETTING, GAMING, CASINO AND
LOTTERIES BOARD LAW, 2019
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GAMING, CASINO
CONTROL BOARD LAW NO

TO ESTABLISH
THE PURPOSE OF R
BETTING, GAMING AND CASINO BUSI
AND FOR OTHER RELATED MATTERS.

BE IT ENACTED by the House of Assembly O
follows —

LAW NO. 44 OF 2019

LAW TO REPEAL THE IMO STATE POOLS BETTING,
AND LOTTERIES PROMOTION AND

4 OF 2017 AND ENACT A LAW
ES BOARD FOR

EGULATING LOTTERIES, POOLS
NESS IN IMO STATE

f iImo State as

PART 1-- PRELIMINARY

d as the imo State Pools Betting,

1. This Law may be cite
Gaming, Casino and Lotteries Board Law, 201 9.

2. Inthis Law, unless the context otherwise requires —
“Attorney-Generai" means the Aftomey General and
Commissionar for Justice of Imo State;

“Auditor—General" means the Auditor—General of Imo State;

«Authority” means the authority appointed under this 1aw;

sBoard” means the lino State Lotteries Board established
under this Law;

art of a building licensed
ublic are authorised
g for the purpaseé, amongd
of chance;

Board appointed

«Casino” mean
under this Law

by the Licensee, t
laying prescribed games

ns the Chairman of the

other things, of
»Chairman’ mea
under this Law;
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"Commissicner" means the Commissioner responsible for
Finance in Mo State or any other person responsible for
this function by whatever name called;

wConsiitution” means the 1999 Constitution of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria, (as amended);

“Contravention“ means an action which offends against the
provisions of this Law. other relevant laws and related

agreements;

sCriminal Cede Law” meané the criminal Law of Imo State
of Nigeria :

“Date” in relation to & lottery, means the date in which the
winnars of that lottery are determined; .

“Director General’ means the" Chief Executive and
Accounting Officer of the Board;

«Distribute” N relation o documents of other objects O

funds, includes distribution 1o persons Of places within or ; ;

outside Imo State; » p}: '
. s

“Educational Objectives’ shall have the same meaning iR

ascribed to it in section 19 of the Constitution; !
N

sgnvironmental Objectives’ shall have the same meaning

ascribed to it in section 21 of the Constitution; . g‘ :

: : &
l.

«gesential Goods and Services” mean goods and services ; =
thet are agsential to the operation of the Lotteries; H

“Gaming"' means the playing of a game of chance for
winnings in money Of money's worth Whether any person %. g
playing this game ¥ at risk of losing any money or mnoney's iy E( .

worth or not; : 2

“Gaming House® means & house of apartment where game
of chance aré played with the aid of slot machines; :

~
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“Good Causes” mean the setting aside of some lotteries
funds to support good and noble causes for the good of
society which include infrastruciure, education, security,
health, environment and socizl objectives of the State and
such other objectives as the Governor may prescribe;

“Governor’ means the Governor of Imo State of Nigeria;

“House of Assembly” means the House of Assembly of Imo
State ; ;

“Inspector” means & Lottery: Pool Betting, Gaming and
Casino inspector, : '

“License” means the license issued in accordence with the
provisions of this Law and any Regulations made
thereunder’; . 5

“Licensee” means the persor to whom the licenses for the
Imo State Lotteries has been issued under this Law;

“Lotteries” include any game, scheme, arrangement,
system, plan, or device for distributing prices by lot or
chance and any game, scheme, arrangement, system, plan
or device, which the Board may by naotice in the Gazelte
declare to be a lottery; Lotteries for the purpose of this law
shall include: Pools betting, gaming, virtual gaming, lotto,
lotteries, Casino, Horse racing, or any other game of chance
as may be declared by the Board to be a lottery.

“ ottery Tax’ includes charges, fees, taxes, levies imposed
under the law on the such activities as lofteries, lotto

terminals, gaming machines, pools, casinos games of

coupons, online gaming, all sports and virtual gaming and
betting , promotions of which is a percentage of revenue

accruing through such actifias fo the operator;

“Imo State Lotteries” mean any lottery or other games of

chance that are operated by licenses of the Board or on
line,

pehalf of the State which includes lotteries played on-
digital, electronic, telephone and other technology based
lotteries but excluding public on-line lottery by society,

charitable and other private lotteries’
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“Machine” includes any apparatus used for gaming;

“Member” means a member of the Board and includes the. ol
Chairmain; &

“Ministry” means the Ministry of the Imo State Government
charged with responsibility for Lotteries and Betting;

“Net Prcceeds of the Imo Lotteries” mean the sums that are
payable to the Board under this Law from the sales of loftery ;!
tickets and other lottery activities;

“Newspaper’ includes a journal, magazine or other
periodical publicat.on;

“Operator’ means any entity or person licensed to conduct e,
lottery, pools betting, gaming and casino businéss under '
this law; : -

“Other Lotteries” mean private jotteries, charitable lotteries,
society lotteries and promotional competitions;

“Participant” in relation to a loftery means a person who is in
possession of a valid ticket in that lottery obtained in
consequence of payment of a price;

“Person’ includes a body of persons corporate or
unincorporated;

“Place” means any place, whether or not it is public, and
includes any premises, building, dwelling, flat; room, office,
shop, structure, vehicle, vessel or aircraft;

“Pools Betting” include ~ 0

(a) Betting on terms that the winnings of such persons who e *
are winners shall be®determined by reféerence to the : y
stake money paid or agreed to be paid by these
persons, whether the beis are made by means of a g
totalizator or other printed or written forms or otherwise;

(b) Betting on terms that the winnings of such persons who -
are winners shall be or include an amount (not e -3
determined by reference to the stake money paid or '

[
L
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agreed to be paid oy those persons) which is divisible in oy

any proportion among those persons who are winners; % o

(c) Betting on the basis that the winners or other winnings . T
may to an extent be at the discretion of the Operator or . il
some other person. |

“Pools Betting Business” includes — :

(a) the collection of stake money; and .
(b) the publishing and distripution of coupeons, forms and ‘ ' i
other documents relating to Pools betting. . ; l ‘

|
. 4 |
“premises’ includes any place whatsoever where gaming
takes place; u !l
{18 - ] |
|
|

require an action or duty by regulation, and

£l

“Prescribe” means power given to the Board to prescribe or - 1[
|
)

«prescribed Fees” mean the license fees payable. under the
license; 3

“prosecutor” means a legal officer with knowledge for
prosecuting tax offenders;

“prize” means the prize awarded to the winner of a lottery;

“Public On-Line Lottery’ means any lottery of other games
of chance which includes lotteries played on-line, sports
lotteries, digital, electronic, telepnone and other technology/
based Lotteries that are ofien to members of the public and
is not restricted to membership of any society, religious
group, association or social group;

“gecretary” means secretary of the Board;

“Slot Machine’ means an awtomatic machine which works

by insertion of coins;

“Software” means a set of instructions fixed or stored in any
manner and which is used directly or indirectly in a

computer, directs its operation to pbring about & result;

L i
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sgocial Objectives’ means the objectives outlined in the
Fundarnental Objectives and Directive Principles of State
Policy in the Constitution,

| “State” means Imo State of Nigeria;

sgubscription” means the payment, oOr delivery of any
money, goods, article, matter or thing, including any ticket,
coupon or entry form, for the right {0 compete in a lottery;

“Tax” means Lotteries and Pools Betting Tax;

“This Law’ means the Imo State Pool Betting, Gaming,
Casino and Lotteries Board Law, 2019 and includes
regulations made under this 2w

wirtual Game Tax' means tax applied to the volume of
virtual games played and the value of winnings received by

the player, for virtual game play.

PART II - ESTABLISHMENT OF IMO STATE LOTTERIES
BOARD, COMPOSITION OF THE BOARD, ETC

3.(1) There is established for imo State, a budy to be known as i?rf <
the Imo State Lotteries Board (hereinafter referred to @s “the lofeing
Board"). . Board
(2) The Board shall - e .
(a) be a pody corporate with perpetual succession and &
common seal.
(b) have power to sue and be sued in its corporate name;

and
(c) be capable of holding, purchasing and disposing of

movable or immovable property for the purpose of
carrying out its fanctions under this Law;

(3) Lotteries for the purpose of this Law, shall include: Pools

Betting, Gaming, Virtual Gaming, Lotto, Lofteries, Casino,

Horse Racing, or any other game Of chance as may be
declared by the Board to be a lottery-
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4.(1)

()

@)

(4)

5.

COMPOSITION OF THE BOARD

The 1Board shall consist of 9 members;

(a) the Chairmian (non-executive) who shall be a person
with knowledge or experience in matters relating to the
functions of the Board,

(b) a Director General who shall be the Chief Executive
and accounting officer of the Board -and shall have
regulatory compliance and lottery industry experience,

(c) a SecretaryfLegal Adviser who shall be a Legal
Practitioner with at least seven (7) years post-call

:perience,

(d) a representative from the Ministry responsible for
finance.

(e) a representative from the Board of Internal Revenue;
and

() four other members of the public* with suitable
competencies, three of whom shall come from the
three geo-palitical zones of the State.

Members of the Board shall be appointed by the Governor
subject to the confirmation of -the State House of

Assambly.

A member of the Board shall hold office for a term of four
(4) years, and may be reappointed by the Governor for
one more term of four 4 years and no more.

The Governor — ;
(a) may suspend the membership of any member of
the Board for serious misconduct or inability to

- perform the functions of the Board,;

(b) shall terminate the membership of any member of
the Board in the event that the member is found
guilty in a Court of Law for contravening this law or
for theft frawe, forgery, altering a document,
perjury, an offence in violation of the Criminal Code
or any offence involving dishonesty.

The Governor shall fill a vacancy in'the Board by appointing
another person from the same géo-polifical zone for the
remainder of the term of appointment.

ymposition of
the Board
ing of

Vacancy in the

Board
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6.

7.(1)

)

8.(1)

(2)

A person shall not be appointed or remain a member of
the Board — -
(a) unless he is a fit and proper person for It
membership; : -
(b) If such a persor —
(i) becomes insolvent; ;
(i) has been removed from an office of trust on
- account of misconduct or has at any time bee
convicted, whether in the Federal Republic ©
Nigeria or elsewhere, of theft, fraud, forgery ©f

_altering 2 docament, perjury or any offence
involving dishonesty.

A person who has been nominated for appointment to 1!
Board and who has accepted that nomination, shall, pric
to his appointment as & member, submit to the
Governor, a written statement in- which he declares
whether or not he has any financial -interest in any lotiery

or associated activity.

if a member during his term of office acquires ¢
contemplates acquiring any financial interest in the sa
lottery or associated activity, he" shall disclose such
interest in writing 10 the Governor and the Board, shall
consider, whether such an interest contravenes the
provisions of this Law and if not considered to be ©

contravention; whether such acquisition or contemplat
acquisition is likely to compromise the impartiality of ¥

Board. The Board may then decide.

The mestings of the Board shal be held on such dates
and at such times as the Chairman may determine after

' consultation with the Board;-

The proceedings shall, “subject 1o this section,

determined by the Chalrman in - consultation with the
Board, and any decision in this regard shall be taken after
due consideration of the principles of openness and

. transparency. '

(3) The quordiﬁ'\ of the meeting shall be four (4) members.

Nualification 1br
ppoiniment fo
e Boarc

Dec!aration of
'nte: -t

Proceeding$ of
the Board.
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taken by a majority of the
t, and in the event of an :
he Chairman shall cast =03

(4) A decision of the Board shall be
votes of the members presen
equality of votes on any matter,
the deciding vote. E

# (5) The Chairman shall preside at all meetings of the Board at 3 *

which he is present.

(6) Where the Board desires 10 obtain the advice of any
person on any matter, the Board may co-opt such &
person; and the person SO co-opted, shall have all the *nel
rights and privileges of & member of the Board except o , i
that he shall not be entitied 10 vote on a question or count o e [

towards a quorum,

(7) |If at any duly constituted meeting of the Board, the
he members present shall elect one

Chairman is absent, t

of their members to preside at the meeting and such a :

person shall have all the POWETS of the Chairman at the & o

meeting. - . '
(8) The Board may make such further rules to guide its 1y
proceedings as it may deem fit. K

9.(1) The Board may from time to time, appoint one of more Cﬂmm#fies‘:f
Committees ot the Board to perform such of its functions
as the Board may dgtermine.
(2) Any delegated function sO performed shall be deemed to
have been performed by the Board.
(3) The board may co-opt persons who are-not members of
the Board to any meeting of the Board or Committee and s
such person may {#ke part in _the deliberation of the '
Board or Commitiee put shall not be entitled to vote at
the meeting of the Board or any it's Committees.
10.  Board members may, in respect of their services, be paid i =
such remuneration and allowances as may be ibers 0
determined by the Government. sai

——
b
]
= S 1o
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L R -



A2 LS. N : Imo State
Law No. 44 of 2019 Pool getting, Gaming, Casino and Lotteries Board Law
‘ : geseie 1

e e

11.(1) The Board shall in the performance of its functions under
this Law, be assisted by -

(a) a suitably qualified and experienced person {0 be
appointed a8 the Director—General who shall have
responsibility for implementing the decisions of the
poard; :

(b) the Director General shall be 'respon'sible for day to
day running of the activities of the board;

(c) the Director General shall carry out any other
responsibi\'ities as may be delegated by the Board:

(d) Subject to the provisions of the Law, the Board may
delegate 0 the Director-General, _power 10 sign
yarious Pools betting, Gaming, Lottery, Casino and
other related licenses issued in the name of the
Board. '

(2 The staff of th,;e Board shall consist of such persons 23S

the Board may appoint and such other persons @s may
be seconded 10 the Board from the Public gervice of the

State.

3 A member or employee of the Board whose duties
include matters relating to lottery or any other person who
has served as 8 member of staff of the Board or nis staff,

reative or business associate, may not during his term of

service to the Board or for 2 period of 12 months after the
termination of such service, take up employment oF in

any way receive any penefit from any person who' is

applying of has gpplied - .
(2) for the license to conduct \mo State lofteries; and o |
(b) in terms ‘of this Law, for any other authorization, - ar |
registratidm. certification’ . .of other benefits or
j

advantages of unless the tems of such employment
or the nature and extent of such benefits have been

disclosed to t0e Board and the Board has authorized i g
that employm nt or those penefits OF advantages. '

(4) |nstitution of civil or crimingl proceedings shall not be
prectuded as a premise for violation of this Law.

| ot | ey

~
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(5) Any agreement in contravention of sub section (4) of this
gection is null and void. :

| PART I — FINANCIAL PROVISIONS
12.(1) The funds of the Board shall consist of -

the Imo State Government.
(by all payments to the Board as contained in this Law;
(c) lli—censing fees paid to the Board &s contained in this
Law; "
(¢) any other money jawfully paid to the Board excluding
anyé prize money paid by the Licensees to the Board;
an : .
(e) any income derived from any property of investment
of the Board.

(2) There shall be paid out of payments made to the Board in
terms of this Law, such sums as are necessary to defray
any expenses incurred forthe-administration of the Board
including the remuneration, -allowances and other
amployment penefits of the Board, Director General and
members of staff of the Board.

13.(1) The functions of the Board shall include — unc

(a) to advise the Governor on the issuance of license to o
conduct Imo State iotteries and all other matters relating
to Lotteries, Pdols Betting, Gaming and Casino;

(b) to ensure that Imo State Lotteries are conducted |
accordance with the Constitution, this Law, all off
applicable Laws and all elated agreements.

(c) to ensure that the net proceeds to the State Government
are guaranteed to make -the Lotteries a profitable

venture; £

(d) to administer the funds of the Board and hold it in trust

(e) to advise the Commissioner on the need for anc
efficiency of legislations i
ancillary matters;

as it relates to lotteries and

-ial
ion

(a) any funds that may be éppmpﬁated to the Board by the Board :

Pool Betting. Gaming. Casino and Lotteries Board Law

RS
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(f) to administer the money paid to the Board in accordance
with this Law and the licenss for the Ime State lotteries;.

(g) the issuance, granting, renewal and cancellation of treble
chance pools operator’'s license;

(h) the issuance, granting, renewal and cancellation of pools
agents’ license;

() the issuance, granting, renewal and cancellation of fixed
odds operator’s license;

() licensing and registration of all pools betting premises;
(k) the registration of all pools operator’s license;.

() the granting of license on gaming machines;
=

(m) the registration, licensing and registration of premises for
the operation of gaming machines;

(n) the granting and lissuing- of Casino license including
betting fee payable on every ticket;

(0) the registration of the business of horse racing with the
State,

(p) the registration and conduct of lotteries within the State;

(q) he control of all aspects of Pools betting, gaming, virtua!
gaming, lotto, lotteries, casino and horse racing within the

State;

(r) perform such additional duties in respéct o_f lotto,
lotteries, pool betting, gaming, virtual gaming, €asino and
horse racing as the Governor or Commissioner may

assigr to the Board;

(s) make such arrangements as may be specified in the
licensa for the protection of prize money and sums the

distribution for good causas.

. [} o - 53
i - ti 1 : i | hobs ¥
BE (TR EIEE 15500 ‘lé:

Pasl Betting, Gaming, Casino and Lotteries
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(ty Acvising the Commissioner on any matter relating to Imo
State lofteries or any other matter on which the
Commissioner requires the advice of the-Board:

(u) ensuri_ng that all aspects of the Imo State lotteries
especially the good causes as contemplated in this law
are promoted; '

(v) to inspect and audit the licensee’s record of account
whenever it appears necessary in the opinion of the
Board to do so; -

(w) to grant license for public on-line lotteries and other
lotteries within the State:

(%) to regulate and control every aspect of lottery operations
within the State; and

(y) monitoring retail ticket sales by énsuring that operators
use standard based solutions.

(2) The Board shall also -
(a) impose fees on all lottery processes within the State;

(b) enter into contracts with agent suppliers or platform
operators for the exercise of its retail monitoring,
management and regulatory functions;

(c) ensure that all online lottery activities by fesidents of the
State are tracked and captured for tax purposes;

(d) ensure that all licensed operators of lotteries including on
line public lotteries operating within the State or by
residents of the Statg or those with licenses issued by
any other autherity or body conform to the Laws of the
Staie on environment, town planning, security and all
other relevant Laws; and '

(e) do all such things as are necessary to enable it perform
its functions effectively.

Pool Betting, Gaming, Casino and Lo

arc
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14. The Board may éonsult any person, organization oOr Ca by
institution with reg;‘;d to any matter deemed necessary =
by the Board to enable it perform its functions effectively.

Aud | Anfu

15.(1) The Board shall —
(a) keep proper poocks and records of financial

statements, activities and regulatory functions in each
financial year; | :

(b) submit the reports and financial - statements of the ' B 8
Board to the Commissioner, within three (3) months ‘ ol

after the end of the year.

(2) “Financial year’ means — .
(a) the period from the date on which the Board is :
appainted for the first time to the flast day of ) }-

December; and .
(b) each period of 12 months thereafter ending on the

last day of Decembper.

(3) The financial statements shall comply with generally
accepted accounting principles and any other directions , r 4.9
that may be given by the Commissioner. i L 4§

(4) The financial statements of the Board shall be audited by
the Auditor General of the State.

PART IV - LICENSES : : -
16.(1) The Governor = may, after  consultation with the~ o ' k ¢
Commissioner and the Board direct that a ficense be 2
issued quthorising & persoen or persons 10 conduct Imo

State lotteries. '
(2) The abp!ication for a license under this Law shall be in. ] { l
writing and shall contain such informatiort as the Board i A 1
may specify as Neces ry. i

erators within the State shall operate in
accordance with the provisions of this Law and shall sell

:
lottery tickets O ly at terminals or point of sale units o F’ i
1
i

17.(1) All lottery OP otte

approved by the Board.
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18.(1) Before a license is branted under this section , the Board

shall be satisfied that an applicant  is capable and shall
conduct Imo State lotteries strictly in accordance with the

provisions of this Law.

(2) Any person who in the opinion of the Board is able to

19.

20.(1)

2)

21.(1)

(4

~—

conduct the business of the loftery under the license isa
fit and proper persen to do so. ' ‘

The licanse shall be granted for an initial period of two (2)
years.

Where the license has been granted, the licensee, may
not earlier than six (6) months or- later than two (2)
months to the expiration of the term, apply for a renewal
of license: Provided that the licensee shall have no right
or expzctation in respect of an extension of validity of the
license other thanithe right afforded by this sub section;
and shall pay the prescribed renewal fee.

Each license renewal shall be for a pericd of two (2)

years.

The Board may by notice in the State gazette, appoint a
suitab'e person to be a pools betting, gaming or casino

inspector.

!
An inspector may at any reasonable time enter any
premises or place where lotteries, pools betting, gaming
or casino is carried on, and inspect, examine and take
copies of entries in the books of account of such a
business and may conduct any other investigation as he

may ceeem fit for purposes of this law.

The production by ar® Inspector of his -certificate of
identity duly signed by the Director-General or any
properly designated staff shall in all Couris and for all
purpcses be sufficient evidence of the authority of that

inspector.

Any Inspector entering on any premises or place for the
purpose of this law shall not be liable for trespass of
damages for anything done or omitted to be done or said
by him in the lawful exercise of his powers under this law.

Grant of Lic

License
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(5) An Inspector for purpose of this Law, shall be a fit and
proper person with some training and experience which
may include public accounting and auditing.

92, The applicant of the licensee as the case may be, shall i
pay a fee s may be prescribed by the Board.

23.(1) The Board may vary any condition in the license granted variation of
under this Law — Conditions of

-

(a) to the extent pr vided for in this Law: of

(b) other ihan a condition contemplated in paragraph (a),

only if the licensee consents {0 that variation as

grovided for in the law or 1o the extent provided for in
{1e license; and

(c) if the licensee has pbeen given @ *reasonable
npportunity to make representations to the Board in

respect of the intended variation.

(2) If after considering e Licensee’s representaﬁon, the
Board on the recommendaﬂon of the- Commissioner
decdes fo vary @ condition in. the license without the
consent of the licensee, the Commissioner shall cause 2
notice to be sarved on the licensee informing him of the
variation and the date on which that variation shall take

effect.

(3) The variation refered © in Subsection (2) of this Section
may include adding of omitting & condition in the license.

PART V - FINANCIAL PENALTIES FOR BREACH OF
- LONDITIONS OF THE LICENSE AND
CNFORCEMENT OF LIGENSE CONDITIONS

24, (1) f the Board i8 sa?!sﬁed that a condition in respect Of Jg
payments due to the Board under 2 license has beern o
contravened, it may impose @ financial penalty on the tion

License

person in respect of that contravention.

(2) 'f the Board proposes to impose a financial penalty, it ,” %', /{

shall duly notify the person on the -
(a) nature and circumstances of the contravention:

1
1]
{
{
L 3
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©)

(4)

®)

(b) the contraventions in question; .

(c) the proposition to impose a financial penalty;

(d) reasons for the imposition of a penalty and the
amount of penalty; and

(e) the option to make, a written representation to the
Board within a time specified by the Board.

| ’
The Commissioner rmay make regulations as- to the
procedure to ba follewed where a person’s- written
presentation has been received. -

Where the Board after considering the representations
decides whether or not to impose a financial penalty, a
notice conveying the decision shall be served on the
person.

A person on whom a|financial penalty- is imposed is
required to pay the pepalty within the period of 14 days
beginning with the date on which the financial penalty
becomes payable. {! i :

(6) If the whole or an parti fof the financial penalty is hot paid

25.(1)

within the specified period, then from the end. of that
period, the unpaid balance from time to time shall carry
an interest at the current lending rate. ‘

4
If the Beard has reason to believe that -
(a) a person is likely fo contravene a condition in the

license granted under tifis Law;
(b) a perscn has contravened a condition and there is a
reasonable likeliheod that the  contravention will

continue or be repeated; or
(c) a person has contravened a condition and that

contravention can be remedied:

in State for an order prohibiting the contravention or an
order requiring the license or any other person who
appears to the Court to have been a party to the
contravention, to take such steps as the Court may direct.

i L 3 :
The Board may apply k} a court of competent jurisdiction

Enforcement of
Canditic
License
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(2) The liability of the licensee to pay any sum in terms of
this law or the license or agreement pertaining to same
shali not be affected by the license ceasing to be valid f
any reason and such surn may not be set off by tr
licensee against any amount due and payable.

PART VI - GROUNDS FOR REVOCATION OF LICENSE,
NOTICE OF REVOCATION, SUSPENSION OF
LICENSE, ETC

26. Any license granted under this Law may be revoked by
the Governor on the recommendation of the Board on the
following grounds — :

(a) if the licensee is no longer a fit and proper person 1
conduct Imo State lotteries, whether because of th:
commission or omission- of an act, insolvenc
liquidation or for any other valid reason;

(b) if 'a condition contained -in the license has been
contravened and the licensee has failed to redress
such contravention twenty one(21) days after notic

- from the Board of such contravention;

(c) if any information given to the Board by the license
or any person who in- any—way controls the llcense or
any agent or representative of the licensee —

(i) in connection with the application for the license;

(ify in accordance with a condition in the license; or

(iii} in making representations in respect of financi:
matterg . regarding the Imo State lotteries or |
respect of any aspect of the- management of the
Imo State lotteries:

is materially false.

(d) If any person who is managing the business or any pa
of the business of the licensee or who is a supplier «
essential gnodszr services to the licensee is not a fit and
proper person to do . so, ~whether because of the
commission of an aet of insolvency, liquidation,
incarceration in a prison or other institution or for any
other relevant reason, unless the licensee immediate
takes steps to effectively dissociate himself, herself ¢
itself from that person;

R ————
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(e) If any person for whose benefit the license has been
acquired or who is a holding cempany of the licensee or
whe in any other way controls the licensee, is not a fit
and proper person to benefit from it, whether because of
insclvency, liquidation, imprisonment or for any other
relevant reason.

(f) If the licensee has failed to take adequate steps to prevent
the commission of fraud by his or its employees, agents,
representatives, suppliers or by parficipants in the imo
State lotteries after having been alerted to or becoming
aware of conditions conducive to the commission of fraud
or to instances of fraud or dishonesty.

¢
£
4
‘

Al e

(@) If the licensee, any of .its. employees, agents
representatives' or suppliers prevent the Board or any
person designed by it from exercising its rights as
coniemplated in this law.

(h) If the licensee, any of its employees or agents repeatedly
and knowingly sells tickets or awards or.pays prizes fo
any person in contravention of this law.

(i) If an order has been made by a Federal High Court, for
the winding-up and liquidation, as the case may be
against the licensee or a person who may control the

license.
I ’ 3
27.(1) If the Board is satisfied that grounds exist for the Notice 0‘_1
revccation of the license granted under this law, It shall, *

in writing, notify the licensee of the existence of such
grounds and call upon the licensee to furnish reasons,
within 21 days of service of that notice at the registered
address of the licensge why the license should not be
revcked, failing which the license will cease to be valid
upon the expiration of the said period of 21 days.

(2) If the license for Imo State lotteries ceases to be valid in
terms of subsection (1), the Board shall inform the
licensee in writing of that fact and of the expiry date upon
which the license ceased to be valid.
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28.

29.(1) Where rdésons are furnished

(2) If the Governor after consider

Imo Stale

The Govertor, on the redt ation of the Board, M@ Suspe
order @ 8 pension of the license on any of the grounc i
of the contravention specified and in line with the notic

requireme s under this law. -
the licensee as 4
License

contempl in this law, the ~ Governor  ©N
recommendation of the Board, ehall after consideri

such reasons — ;

(a) decid whether or not to revoke the license; of

(b) call upon the licensee to iappaar?before the Board on 2
specified date o miake oral representations in support
of any written representations made by the licensee OF

guestion which the Governor may |

with Tegard o such written _representations. '

Govmor on the recormendation of the Board sl

ther ider the matter and decide whether of

not ta revoke the ficense. '

ng the matter, decide

' revoke the license, the Gaoyernor shall, by writien no'
' i d office of the license nc

served at the regtsterqg:pea
of that fact, the grounds for that revocatior

and of the date on which the revocation shall take effect

(3) NoMitiéétanding the provisions of the faw on revocat
at it discretion termi

of a license, the Board may
r-the expiration of se

sales by any lottery opgrator afte
| ice in fhe event that such operator -

(7) da gémand notice:!
a) defatlits in paymentofﬁie proceeds due to the Board:
p) failsto segregate and make available funds due to the
State or the Board;
c) failsto handle lottery fundsina prescribed manr
d) fails| to observe (the- terms. of @ license ©F
' addend8m thereto:(oF- anY. regulation or fule o
under this law: or when such termination is i

| the best interest of the State and or the public.
30.(1) Without prejudics to e rovisions of this [aw, there e
. bea |s betting, lottery. gaming and casino tax ¢ s

monie  placed a8 stakes with any operator caryine
chargeable and

any of these businesses In the State

!ﬂ?r-‘l’-"""f' -
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payable at such rate as the Board may from time to time
determine.

(2) Every operator, shall keep such records and books of
account as the Board may approve:

(3) Every operator shall make returns to the Board at such
times as may be prescribed by the Board and such
returns shall be paid into a Government designated
account for that purpose.

(4) The amount oi},tax payable shall be calculated and paid
by the operator at the time of making a.return or within
such extended time s the Board may allow.

(5) Where there has been an over payment of tax or where
for any reason money has come into the hands of the

Board which i1§"thinks should not have been paid to it, it
shall have power to refund the same to the person who is
lavsfully permitted to receive it. s

(6) Every operator shall on notice from the Board or any
Inspector produce such records, statements of accounts,
books and o?er documents as well as provide such
information as the Board or an inspecior may require in
respect of pools betting, gaming of casino or lottery

business of the operator.

(7) The Governor ma§, in his discretions, make such policies
as he deems fit to enhance revenue generation by

operators. é‘i
¢ ;

PART VIl - OFFENCES AND PENALTIES

31.  Anay person who - bod

(a) advertises or offers the apportunity to participate in a
lottery, or game of whatever description and who
gives by whatever means, & false indication that it is a
lottery, or game, forming part of, or is otherwise
connected with Imo State lotteries;
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{b) with tnp intent to defraud, falsely makes, forges, : ,.i;
alfers, | utters, passes or counterfeits an Imo State : i
Lotteries tickets; : | !- ’

(c) influences or attempts to influence the winning of 2
prize through the use of coercion, fraud of deceotior
or throgigh *ampering with lottery equipment, sysier

software, data, tickets or materials; or - Y

(d) fails to comply with-any Regulation made under this - i

Law, shall be guitty of an offence. ; ‘| f j

32.(1) Any opergtor or person who contravenes or fails Other offznces g
comply any of the provisions of this Law sha!' ¢ e o

guitty of an offence and sha' on conviction be liab’e to .

“ne’ not | lexceeding Five ‘Hundred Thousand Naira
(N500,000.00) only or imprisonment for a term not
exceeding three (3) years or beth such fine anc
imprisonment.

(2) Any person who —
(a) with intent to defraud; alters -or attempts to alte
anything in a slot machine; or otherwise with the S
structure of a slot machineg; or - o
(b) allov/s a person under the age of eighteen (18) years
to play, lottery or enter into a gaming house or cas
outlet'shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable
on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding One

Hundred Thousand Naira (N100,000.00) only for each :
defauit or to imprisonment for a ferm not exceeding |
six(6Ymonths for each default or to both such fine and ‘
imprisonment. b L

(3) Any operator who, without lawful excuse fails to pay w
the time specified, any tax payable by him shall be guilty
of an offence and shall on conviction, be liable to a fins i
not exceeding five -hundred thousand Naira o
(N500,000.007 only or to-a term of imprisonment
exceeding two years (2) or to both such fine
imprisonment.

@) The court may in any proceedings taken under this 4
section 'where the operator is convicted, make an order ol
for the payment of the tax in respect of whic!

oroceedings were taken.
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(5)(1) Any person who —

(a) fails or neglects fo make or fumish the necessary
returns of information as the case-may be or fails
to comply with any requirements of the Board
under this law; or
(b) makes orf delivers a return which he knows to be
false, or does not believe to be true in any material
particular, shall he guilty of an offence and shall be
liable on conviction to pay a fine not exceeding
N100,000.00 or fo impﬁsenment'for a term not
exceeding six (6) months or io both such fine and

imprisonment.

(27 Any operator who without lawful excuse supplies or

causes fo be supplied any incorrect statement of

accounts by omitting or understating the amount of
money placed as stakes for any period or gives of
causes o be given, any incorrect - information  in
relation thereto, shall be guilty of an offence and
liable on conviction 10— !

(a) a fine of one million naira (N‘I,OO0,000,DO0.00)at
each instance or impr'tscmment“for three years al
each | instance Of to- both = such fine and
imprisonment -and' - :

(b) a penalty of 30% of the amount of {ax he would
have paid but for the understatement or incorrect
statement of accounts supplied.

() A certificate under the hand of the Director-General
stating the amount of tax due from.any operator, shall
be sufficient evidence thereof.

o
(8) The Board may in respect of any offence under this
. section compound the coffence and with leave of the
Court, at any time pefore judgment, stay or compoun
proceedings thereunder. - ‘

I -
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33.(1)

(2)

®)

4)

®)

(6)

()

!1 Paat Betting, Gaming, Casino and Lotteries
B
PART Vil - OTHERS LOTTERIES, ETC

The Commissigner may make Regulations generally
for carrying into| effect e following — |

(a) laying down rules .and-mﬂ}.ﬁmé fof the control ;

pe'nalties for breaches or

sishall include private; charitable, society
NE lloﬂems‘ TR R

Il_— have the pé\;\iei"--fo grant, suspend or

teries business shall be operated within
Wout a license issued by the Board.

Her lottery thai-i&éohduéted within the
hall -be.peid a license fee as may be

For evé’y

state, there

prescribed

license fee sh y

i weekly or monthiy,in addition to a levy
pscribed by the Board is. payable, be it

f or monthly. % i

il od Bl

The Board shall be responsible for .application for

licenses; approval rules, forms for and duration of

lizenses. 14

as mayi be
drawn, week

Oﬂienc's andlpenalty — il }
%)) Ai/ company ar person. who contravenes any

requlation governing the conduct of other lotteries
shall onj conviction be liable to a fine of N1 00,000
or for a Tg;f‘nprisenménﬁdr one year or both
- fine and imp! nment. |
i 2 Y iy
(2) v\tere ‘company is proved to have committed
the offence in subsection (1) above, with the

|or connivance or is attributable to any

the part of any director, manager,
or similar officer of the company Or

e

s

e iy ]
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anybody purporting to act in any such capacity, he
as well as the company shall be deemed to be
guilty of tt offence and shall be liable to be
proceeded against and punished accordingly.

Rl Hi s :
PART IV “MISGELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

34.(1) In any suit by | ‘,or against the Board, (including

(2)

3

(4)

proceedings for the enforcement of the provisions of this

law) the Board may be represented in court at any stage

of the proceedings by —

(a) a Law Officer,;

(b) a Legal Practitioner; or

(c) an Official of the Board duly authorized in that behalf
by the Board. !

s

other document to be given under or by virtue of this law

or any subsidiarv legislation made thereunder shall be

valid if -

(a) it is signed by,l;he Director General, or any person
authorised by the Board; or

(b) such notice or %Ijer document is printed and the seal

Subject to sub—secgon (1) of this section, any notice or

of the Board is affixed or 1mpnnted or pressed thereon
and duly authenticated.

The affi ixing, of he seal of the' Board shall be
authenticated by the signature of the Chairman, Director-
Generzl or his reprasen ative and that of the Secretary

Every notice or otl'ﬁr document pwpqrtlng to be a notice
or other document duly given and signified or bearing the
official name of ;he Board in accordance with the
provisions of this section shall without further proof be
deemed to be given ar® signified until the contrary is

proved. _ 1 i

Any fees, charg? or other finencial impositions on
licensees by the Board shall be approved by the State
Executive Council. |

Suits A
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(6) The Board %ﬂ not approve the citing bf-_ lotteries, gaming
ets close to primary of secondary schools in

or casino 0
the state. {l
i y P - '
35.(1) The Bpard may, by Regulations with the approval of the ocation &nd
Governor, alio e of its funds for Good ; uff; el

tovisions that will govern the Causes

a ;
Causes, an imake further p
due admin'rs tion of funds reserved for Good Causes.

h TR e R

(2) The perce 'age of .expendijture " for Good Causes shal .

include but not be limited 1o = -
_ ‘ed with the infrastructura
ives of the State. b

re on or connect
(i) expenditure on of connected with security sector
objectives of e State.
diture on or conne
. nes of the State. . !
(iv) ‘xpe-i.ture on of connected  with the health
environmental and social objectives of the State.

%_‘ailocated for Gobd Causes under this Law
i

cted with the educatione

(3) Any amou
ributed for Good Gauses py the Governor ¥

shall be di
consultationiwith the Board..

36.(1) The Board with the approval of the Governor, may make e
Reguiation? generally for -carrying into effect the -
provisions of this law, and in particular but without
prejudice U the generality of the foregoing. SUC
Reguﬁaﬂon 5 miay provide for all or any of the following-
(a) laying down rules and regulations for the promotio
" and controt of all forms ©f batﬁg\t%,e?aming, lotteries, ,
c%sind‘horse racing and- for © related matiers ; &
Hown conditions t

s for the:_granting, renews!
cancellatio® and transfer of all betting, casino a

gaming licenses within the State.. . Y
(c) making | provisions for fhe- imposition and collection © J o
ir %ltées on all ‘aspects of .pool betting, gaming i b s
fitig casino), horse-r'acmg-@d lotteries and for | F 3
other related matters; ! ;
(d) pres ing the forms of fees payable by various tyF

of licenses issued under this Law; : N

i ‘
{! |
. - ) B -
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(e) conferring and delegating of funclions to the officers c
the public service of the State, concessioning of any o
its functions or operations to any person(s) or bodies

- for the purpose of giving effect to the provisions of this
Law as may be directed iy the Governor. :

(f) forfeiturz:to the authorised officer of tickets and prizes
in certain events to he specified therein;

(9) the deduction by agents. other persons or authorities
of the remuneration prescribed for any money received
in the performance of the functions conferred by such

‘regulations or. such agents, other persons or
authorities; - ;

(h) the' time within which any requirement of the
regulations is to he carried out; and
(i) prescribing penalties for breaches or contraventions

of any regulations made under this law.
{

37. Thelimol StatiPaols Betting, Gaming, Casino and Lotteries
Promotion an 1 Control Board Laiw, No. 4, 2017 is repealed

y!
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No.4 of 2017

|

Repeal of Law .|
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